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Council Budget and Council Tax  The County Council meeting on 11 December was dominated by a debate on 
the ruling group’s decision to require all employees on the grade above £25,000 to take three days unpaid 
leave at Christmas. This amounts to a 1.2% pay cut for them. There was a heated discussion on whether 
councillors should take the same cut, as a gesture of solidarity with the employees. The Conservatives 
agreed to do so, but the Liberal Democrats decided to make an equivalent personal donation to the 
hardship fund run by Unison to help any employees in financial difficulties. For information, a 1.2% cut for 
councillors saves the County Council £12,000 on a budget of nearly £500 million. 
Difficult work is under way to find ways of maintaining services with continuing reductions in funding. In 

2014 the County Council received a grant from central government of £70 million; this has been reduced 

stepwise over the last four years and in the coming year, the grant will be £0. The Council is permitted by 

central government to increase council tax by up to 2% for Adult Social Care and up to a further 3% for all 

the other services (Children and Young People, Highways, Waste disposal, Libraries, Public transport and 

Public health). Every 1% increase generates £2.75 million and costs the Band D taxpayer 25p per week.  

The various service committees will be meeting in January to look at detailed proposals and a decision will 

be made at the Council meeting on 5 February. 

The County Council has decided to split responsibility for the Shire Hall move into two; Commercial & 

Investment Committee to remain in charge of the HQ aspect, while Communities & Partnership Committee 

should be responsible for the ‘spokes’, i.e. the local satellites. Opposition groups opposed this for lack of 

clear guidance about how the two Committees should liaise but it was voted through. 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Funding Many local councils are facing a huge over-spend 
in their Special Needs funding.  In Cambridgeshire, the over-spend for SEND this year is expected to be £8.9 
million.  That is £1.5 million overspend on transport to Special Schools and the £800k overspend on special 
education provision. This is because the number of children being taught in special schools has risen by 
20% between 2017 and 2018, with a 13% increase in the number of children with an Education Health and 
Care Plan. The remaining £6.6 million of the SEND deficit in Cambridgeshire is currently being met from the 
Dedicated Schools Grant, which is in effect the County Council top-slicing the money which otherwise 
would go directly to schools.  
 
There was some relief from Councils in December when the government announced an additional £125 
million nationally to support SEND spending, although this was unlikely to be enough. However it now 
appears that national government is going to demand that in return for additional money, Councils must 
stop top-slicing the schools budget. If Councils are instructed that they may no longer support SEND 
spending by top-slicing school budgets it will leave Cambridgeshire County Council's budget, which is 
already looking extremely tight, in an even more difficult position for the coming year. 
 

May I wish all Parish councillors a Happy New Year for 2019. The country is facing great uncertainty. The 

financial repercussions of the European Union vote will almost certainly affect local services in ways which 

we cannot predict but what is already apparent is that local councillors will be expected to encourage even 

more community involvement - to plug the gaps which will inevitably open up in Council services. 

 

The Waterbeach New Town Community Forum will be on Wed 9 January 2019 at Waterbeach Baptist 
Church – with a drop-in session for anyone interested from 6pm and the Forum from 7pm. There will be 
updates from RLW, U&C, SCDC and the County Council on Transport, the Supplementary Planning 
Document and Education.  
 

Horningsea I’m pleased to see the eastern crash barrier has been completed on the B1047 bridge over the 

A14.  



 

Fen Ditton 

I am pleased that so much progress has been made to improve the Ditton Lane car park. Contrary to 

requests from Cllr Daunton and I to retain the hedge around the car park but trim it, the hedge has been 

removed, which is a shame – but what’s is done, Let us hope this opening up will improve public 

observation of the car park and thus deter anti-social behaviour.  

I hope that the proposed meeting with County Officers about forthcoming Cycle path works on Ditton Lane 

has been arranged. 

 

Milton Fen The resurfacing of Fen Road has been completed down to the river. A huge improvement. 
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